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MEDIA RELEASE November 4, 1987
UM STUDENT W INS P R E ST IG IO U S  HISTORY AWARD 
M ISSO ULA —
John Kutzman, a graduate non-degree student at the 
University of Montana, received the Burlingame-Toole award from 
the Montana Historical Society at its conference in Helena Oct.
23.
The son of Nathaniel and Ellen Kutzman of Bozeman, Kutzman 
received the $100 award for his paper on the "Death of a Small 
Business: the Missoula Brewing Co.," which he wrote last year as
an undergraduate student and submitted in July to the historical 
society.
Kutzman's paper competed with submissions from graduate and 
undergraduate students. "Montana: the Magazine of Western
History" will publish it in its January issue.
For the paper Kutzman examined correspondence in UM's 
archives and talked with a former Missoula Brewing Co. officer.
In exploring why the company went out of business in 1964, he 
found it boiled down to inefficiency.
"It cost them a lot more to produce less beer than the big 
companies," he says. "Eventually, that destroyed them."
Kutzman graduated in June with a bachelor's degree in 
political science. He plans to attend graduate school in history
more
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next year at the University of Iowa.
The Burlingame-Toole award is named for well-known Montana 
historians Merrill G. Burlingame and K. Ross Toole. Burlingame 
is a professor emeritus of history at Montana State University. 
Toole, who served as director of the Montana Historical Society 
in the 1950s, taught history at the University of Montana. They 
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